
I know that most of you are getting your carnivals and concessions ready for the coming season.  Probably 
some of you are already working and are “On the road again.” I am also work-
ing at getting ready to travel around to the various shows as the 2012 sea-
son starts.  I plan to start off  in Southern California and traveling across the 
southern States on this fi rst trip.  I hope to interview many members, collect 
historical information on their shows, take many photos of our members 
and start creating the 2012 Showmen’s League Yearbook.   

I just recently returned from Tampa and all the Gibtown’s events, I can now 
give you an update of our various meetings and functions as they took 
place.  The fi rst meeting, the Long Range Planning for the Showmen’s 
League was the 8th of February.  There were eleven very infl uential and 
experienced showmen at this meeting and they discussed the current and 

future fi nancial status along with the current operation of the League. The leadership, the staff , the invest-
ments, the purpose of the League, the reasons for joining the League and other important issues were 
discussed in a very frank and constructive manner.  These committee members were Ron Burback, SLA 
Trustee, Bill Johnson, President of the OABA and SLA Trustee, John Hanchen, Treasurer and SLA Trustee, 
Donnie Massie, immediate past president, Dominic Vivona, an OABA trustee, Peter Kasin, along with your 
president and the three vice presidents, Chris Atkins, Ron Porter and Paul Kasin.  Our paid facilitator was John 
Leamer who kept the talks on track and guided the group on a constructive and focused direction.  There 
were assignments given to some of these members and when they are completed they will be reporting 
these recommended changes back to the League.  Watch the newsletter for these new recommendations 
and changes.

One of the major discoveries from the Long Range Planning sessions was “Which set of By-Laws were we us-
ing and what were the amendments?”  However, all of the By-Laws that were being used had to be updated 
to keep up with today’s needs. This is the fi rst task of this LRP Committee. A follow-up conference call was 
made on February 29th and a draft of the new By-Laws was discussed and produced.  There were more 
recommendations to be made and there will be a new set of By-Laws proposed soon. 

The next order of business was to attend the OABA Board Meeting Thursday and listen to Pete Gilbert’s pre-
sentation of Member Benefi ts that could be made available for the SLA members.  Mr. Gilbert has a minimum 
and inexpensive health benefi ts plan that can be adapted by an organization like the Showmen’s League 
and the OABA.  This is not a full-blown health insurance plan but a limited supplemental insurance program 

2012 President Sam Johnston
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What a History we Have!

As we approach our 
100th year, President 
Sam Johnston wants to 
share our rich history 
with all our members so 
he has brought back “ 
Marion, the
Librarian” and her many 
articles on our history.  
She has agreed to put 
an article in each of our 
Newsletters to entertain 
and inform us – so here 
we go back in history 
- - - -  “ A great deal of 
our very old history 
was found after our fi re  
when PP Claire Morton 
and I went down in the 
basement and started 
looking around. An 
old steamer trunk, lots 
of boxes and the all 
of the minutes of our 
then 97 years of history 
had been placed down 
there in fi le cabinets for 
safe keeping by Exec. 
Sec. Noble Case and 
Bob Drewke.  What a 
wonderful surprise!! Old 
artifacts, pictures and 

Diane’s Offi  ce 
Update 
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that is very inexpensive and will help off set medical bills for those who have ab-
solutely no health insurance today. This plan’s initial monthly cost will start at less 
than $100.00 per month for a single individual.  There is additional information in 
this newsletter and the Chicago offi  ce has more information if you are interested.  

Joe Burum and I then represented the Showmen’s League at the International 
Independent Showmen’s Association Banquet & Ball. This was a very dressy event 
and everyone looked great. The IISA honored four Showmen into their hall of fame. 

The next day the SLA had its committee meeting starting with the Scholarship 
committee, the Nominating Committee and the Board of Governors.  This year 
the SLA Scholarship Committee awarded $32,000.00 of scholarships to our young 
members who have applied for admission and assistance to various colleges.  This 
year there were enough funds to award scholarships to all the applicants.  This 
committee is very dedicated and works hard at reviewing the applicants to make 
sure they all meet the minimum requirements.  When there is a shortage of funds, 
the members often contribute additional money to overcome the short-fall. 

Next the Nominating Committee met to fi ll the 3rd Vice President slot. Paul Kasin 
was nominated and was immediately installed in this position.  There is still a slot 
for the incoming 3rd Vice President who will be installed in Las Vegas in Novem-
ber.  There have been several members mentioned but the committee elected to 
leave this position open at this time.

Another change necessary for the League concerns the small amount of return 
we are receiving on our investments.  This issue has been discussed at length and 
there have been many meetings of the Finance Committee.  As you know the 
Certifi cate of Deposits and Money Market returns, which the League is invested, 
are returning less that 1% in today’s markets.  After a thorough investigation and 
much discussion, the Leagues future investments will be in bonds and other 
secure investments, which will net a higher return.  In the past it was thought 
the League’s funds could only be invested in governmental securities.  There has 
been a clarifi cation of these by-laws and as a result there will be other invest-
ments made with higher returns.  While there is slightly more risk involved with 
these investments, the return should be fi ve times greater.  These are all sound 
investments.  However there is always the possibility the value of principal could 
diminish depending on the economy and market.      

Next was the Board of Governors Meeting and the minutes of that meeting are 
available by request to the offi  ce. 

On the 15th of March, I went to Chicago for the St Patrick’s party. There were 
many in attendance and it was a great party and another chance to visit the 
clubrooms.  I enjoyed the companionship and ate some very good corn beef and 
cabbage.  There were the usual cards and games and comradeship during this 
event.  We also honored and presented Bob Drewke and Bernie Mallins with their 
Hall of honor plaques.  It was a great party and the weather was great, not like 
the cold and rain I came back to in California. Now I’m on the road for my odyssey 
to the various shows and  carnival locations.

Samuel F. Johnston

Diane’s Offi  ce Update
continued from page 1

newspaper articles telling the story of 
our Founding Fathers, Original Charter 
Members, and so much of our early his-
tory was preserved there.  As we looked 
thru the hundreds of old membership 
cards and old service records from our 
wars years and realized that behind 
each card and record, there is a story 
of one of our members and what the 
League did for them.  From the many 
photos of Past Presidents, there were 
stories and photos of many celebrities 
that we members and visitors to our 
club rooms.
So plan on sitting down with your cup 
of coff ee and taking a minute to enjoy 
each of the coming articles from how 
we got our elephant mascot to how the 
infamous Sally Rand played such a role 
in our SLA events.  See you then - -

Diane (Aka ‘Marion’) 

President’s Letter
continued from page 1

We were saddened to report the passing of long 
time Chicago Showman Frank Briggs recently.  
Our condolences to the entire family.
Connie Featherston, wife of past president Mike 
Featherston, made a surprisingly rapid recovery 
from serious car accident injuries and is now recu-
perating and re-habbing at home in Minnesota.  
Best of luck to Connie for an early and complete 
recovery.

Mike Featherston’s father Chuck had passed away 
the week before the accident; our thoughts and 
prayers are extended to the entire family and we 
all off er any help we can to Mike and family.
Hudd Gorham, a well known Showman from 
Florida passed away from a reported apparent 
heart attack suff ered shortly after the Gibtown 
show.

Send us your list of personal notes to Diane, 
marked for “Shares, Cares & Prayers”.  We’ll be glad 
to list them here.

Shares, Cares and Prayers
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Fellow Showmen,

As you know 2013 will represent the 100th year of existence of the SLA.  This is an incredible milestone for our proud organiza-
tion.  What a great time to be a member!  As your fi rst vice president I am looking forward to a fun, productive, and profi table 
2013.  I just wanted to give you a heads up that plans are in the works!  I have assembled a centennial committee consisting of 
Sam Johnston, Amber Swedgan, Jean Anne Clair, Jeff  Blomsness, and Mary Chris Smith to help with the planning and execution 
of what I think will be the best year that the SLA has ever had.  We can’t do it alone, however, so if you have an idea, suggestion, or 
comment please feel free to contact me or any other committee member.
 
We are part of a wonderful organization.  President Sam Johnston recently presided over a long rang planning meeting in Tampa 
where the groundwork was laid for the future of the SLA.  I truly believe that our greatest strength is our membership.  I know how 
passionately that you all feel about the League, and I know that by working together the next 100 years will be as great as the fi rst 
100.  Be sure to keep your eye out for a centennial page coming this summer to our website, www.showmensleague.org.  It will 
contain updates about what is in the works for 2013.  

Lastly, if some old carnie comes knocking on your offi  ce door this summer, let him in.  His name is Sam, and he’ll be out and about 
this summer meeting folks and doing a great job for the SLA!  Thanks for all the hard work Sam!

Best wishes for a safe and profi table season.

Fraternally,
Chris Atkins
561-427-8148
atkinsct@gmail.com

100 Years–  Showmen’s League of America 

2012

April 19

May 17

June 21

July 19

August 16

September 20

October 18

November 15

Novemeber 26-28

The SLA Calendar of Events

 

Board Meeting

Executive Committee Mtg.

Board Meeting

Executive Committee Mtg. 

Board Meeting 

Executive Committee Mtg.

Board Meeting

Executive Committee informal at IAAPA (Informal at IAAPA)

Annual Meeting, Convention, Trade show & Banquet

Email joeburum@gmail.com to add SLA events to calendar
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St. Patricks Day and Hall of Honor Presentation 2012

Bill Johnson accepts Bernie Mallins’ 
Plaque from Sam Johnston.

Graham Putman and Sam Johnston 
in front of Jay Marshall’s Plaque.

Bob Drewke’s Grandchildren
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St. Patricks Day and Hall of Honor Presentation 2012

Hall of Honor Presentation.

Sam Johnston and 3 Secretaries 
Haney, Drewke and Burum.

Sam Johnston and Bob Drewke.

Peter Kasin and his fi lled Christmas Fund Plaque.
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It was a beautiful unseasonably warm evening in Chicago March 15 when the Showmen’s League hosted its annual St 
Patrick’s Day Party.  The Building was looking well, with the addition of some of the plaques from the old building, and 
some new ones and a few more updates.  The great weather made the back deck a good jackpot area before dinner.

To make the annual event even more special the 2011 Hall of Honor was re-presented as it was at Las Vegas November 
29, 2011, except that this time one of the honorees was present in person.

For starters the food for the event was sponsored by local club members who make up the “Social Club.”  This informal 
group meets frequently at the club for card games and fraternization and uses those opportunities to raise a little 
money for the club.  The result was that the entire proceeds of the 50-50 drawing went to the Club Fund.

The food was coordinated by Dave Jaros and Patty Grillion, who served up over 50 pounds of corned beef with cab-
bage, potatoes, and carrots, and even a chicken casserole for those who preferred it, along with scrumptious desserts.  
Bob Thorson created some wonderful appetizers.  Katharine Putnam sent a delicious apple cake, and also brownies.  
They were ably assisted by so many, we are sure to miss a few, but included were Mary Johnson, Past  President Bill 
Johnson, Bob Thorson  and 3rd Vice President Paul Kasin, wife Karen, son Kevin Kasin , Peter Kasin, Katie De Swardt .  
Bob Thorson even washed the windows on the fi rst fl oor to prepare for the party.

We were delighted at the turnout with some of our favorite people stopping in.  Sondra Stutzman of Showman’s 
Supply, Margaret Vaughn, the Illinois lobbyist for OABA and many more.  Also traveling in for the special occasion were 
Treasurer John Hanschen who hosted the Hall of Honor presentation and President Sam Johnston, with Executive 
Director Joe Burum.  Donnie Massie II and Past President Donnie Massie III also made appearances along with a good 
representation from the Midwest, including past Secretary Rick Haney, Offi  ce Manager Diane Burmeister, Doug and 
Renate Skinner, Josh Sickinger, Shel Newman, Tom Capadarco, Dave and Dotie Lerner, Clare T. Ashley, Tim and Robin Balster.

The capper of the evening was the Hall of Honor ceremony, where John Hanschen showed the original 2011 video and 
presented the plaques.  Past President Bill Johnson accepted the plaque on behalf of the Bernie Mallins family.  Bob 
Drewke not only showed up, he brought his whole family, including children and grandchildren.  They all had a great 
time and Bob made a touching acceptance speech.

After the ceremony Graham Putnam ran the green parade 50-50 drawing and netted the club over $200 in donations, 
Peter Kasin was the winner of the drawing, and walked away smiling.

 A big Thank You to everyone that came, helped, or just thought about us.
 
You can see more photos from this event at the Showmen’s League website.  Click on the Shutterfl y link at the bottom 
of our web page.

Be sure to enjoy the picture included in this newsletter and make plans to be here in person next year!

PS:  President Sam said he had a great time in Chicago at the St. Patrick’s party and presentation of the Hall of Honor 
recipients.  He said:   “I couldn’t believe the Weather!  It is cold and rainy in California and will be this way for another 
week. “

St. Patrick’s Day 2012 and 
The Hall of Honor Party
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Members & Employees
How do I enroll?

•  Select one of the 4 plans offered below on this page 

    (rates provided at enrollment site).

•  Enrollment GO TO: www.myhealthplanquote.com

•  No pre-existing conditions limit, all are accepted.

•  Open enrollment starts April 2, 2012

•  If you need assistance in enrolling, CALL 866.450.8782

These plans are NOT MAJOR MEDICAL INSURANCE and are designed to cover basic medical services only.

Introducing

Core Health
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1023 W. Fulton Market St.
Chicago, IL 60607

The Showmen’s League of America is a 501 c(10) Non-Profi t Social & Fraternal Organization, founded in 1913.

Non Profi t Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Framingham, MA

Permit No. 179

If you received a survey, please fi ll it out,
return it, and don’t forget to pay for a
BBB ticket at the same time.
Thank you!

Reminder...
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